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{7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One) T
assworks
[ Excellent i} Good O Foir [ Deterioroted Jﬁuins 6 Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
O Altered Unoltered 1 Moved (2§ Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

The Amelung House 'ané Glassworks are located nine miles south
of Frederick and four miles southwest cf Urbana in Frederick
County, Maryland.

When Johann Friedrich Amelung came to Maryland in 1784 he
bought about 2100 acres of heavily-forested land in Fred-
erick County. Here he built the Glassworks which he hopec
woulé prove a profitazble business in the newly-forred
United States. Today there eare no longer any above-ground
remazins cf the factory, kut Amelung's late-Georgian, brick
home still stancés on its stone foundatiorn.

The house is situated on the south slcpe of 2 hill over-
looking Bennett's Creek. It is a two-story building with
both an attic and a basement. It has a water table just
_above the stone founcaticn and a belt ccursc between the
first arnd seccnd flocrs. The front and west ernd of the
house are constructed in Flemish kond brick, while the

rear ard east end are cf English bond. Each end is twc bays
wide. The front is six kays acrcss the second story, and
twc kays tc the left of the door and three bays to the right
on the first story. This front entrarnce has a wide door
frame and a transch chave ites paneled door. Nine sterps lead
up to the large larding at this entrance.

The windcws or the first and secord flcors are decukle-hung,
with twelve-over-twelve lights. One tall, narrow chinney
rises frcm each end of the "A" rocf. There ic 2 wooden
corriice with modillicns under the eaves.

The intericr poreling of Amelung House is crigirnal tc the
house (18th century), except for the ballrcom ard card

room: whiclh were dismantied and sold in the 20th. century.
"They are presently (1972) stcred at the Marylané Historical
Scciety in Baltimcze. There are four corner fireplaces in
the house. The large, deep wirdows are framed with paneling.

Tre Amelung House was restored by Mr. and Mrs. Alder Fisher
Letween 1940 ané 1947. The present {1972) owaers, Mr..and

Mrs. benry Lecraft, have slec donc restorative work on thc

mansicn.

Cver the years cince the Glassworks were sold in 1804, most
of its buildings were alicwed tc ceteriorate. The Corningc

Glass Ccmpany of Ccrning, New York, felt that the site of

this lete 1€th. century glassworks was worth an archaeolcc-
ical investicaticn. In 1962-1963, the Corning Museum, the

Smithsoniar Institution, and Cclcrial Williamsburg, collak-
orated to perform the "dig."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

F-54 and F-371

In Rugust 1784, Johann Friedrich Amelung of Bremen, Germany,
arrived in Baltimore after a three month voyage from Eurcpe.
Accompanying him were 68 workers and enough glassmaking
equipment to establish a good-sized -factory. His agent and
fourteen cther workers arrived in Noventer of the same year. !
Twenty-one-hundred acres of wooced land were purchasec in
Frederick County for the construction cf the glassworks and
a village which was named New Bremen. On Fekbruary 11, 1785,
Amelung announced in the Maryland Journal and Baltimore
Advertiser that "a company of German minufacturers have
arrived and will establish a factory."!

'
i

The 1780's was an auspiciocus time in which to attempt the
establishment of a glass manufactery in TTHed—5 >
The young country still had very few factories of any kind,
a state of affairs many Europeans wanted to perpetuate.
The English and the Germans, in particular, tried to keep
their knowledge cf glassmaking processes from cressing the
ocean, and it is possible that Amelunc experienced some
difficulgy in recruiting German werkers for his Maryland
venture. Later, after his manufactory weas operating at
New Breren, Amelung was 2 strong supporter of home industry
and one of the first Americans to express the need for a
Frotective tariff to keep these industries from failing
because cf the competition from lewer-priced imported
products.

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

The New Bremen Glass Manufactory opened in 1785 and began
tec producs glass which was at one time valued at $16,000

Per year. The Maryland vournal published the following.
advertisement of its wares on May 22, 1789:

'The American Glass Manufactcry at New Bremen.--
The subscriber having completed his glass manu-
factory rear Frederick Towrn, State of Maryland,
on an extensive plan is now able tc furnish

glass, not conly sufficient for the ccrsumption -
: (cont.'a)
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Sites of two glacs houses, or glazieries, were fcund on the
north side of Bennett's Creek, akcut 200 yards down the hill
frcm Amelung Hcouse. A third claziery wveés found on the
scuthern creek hank.

Trhe archaeclcgists excavatea the foundaticns of cre of the
main factory kuilcings which Paul Perrot, administrative
officer of the "dig", calied "guite é&n inpesing industrial
complex for its age." The buiiding measurec 112" S" by 65'.
Accordirg to I. Noel Hune, archaeclecgical Girector, “withip
(the founcatiorns) were two furnaces for reltirg glass (one
peiieveéd to hLave Leen fcr bottles and +rhe other for iehile
glass), rine other cvens, storcrocrs, & weod drying room,
zrd pctuing rooms." He also said that "the diceing has
revealed much about the appearance and operation of the one
factory building, but nothing is yet known about the workexs!
hcusec, the wareliouces, schools, stables, mill and other
structures whick rode up the New Eremen conanuri ty tsough
21l cf them are nentioned in the surviving records.”

Vhen the excavaticen work was halted in 1963, three eighteen
inch tir-rocfed wcodel cheds were Luilt cver thie exposed
furnaces cvens, ard rock flccrs to protect trem from the
weather.

I'amela James
July 21, 1972

from notes and dther matericl
ir. the MHT files.

GPD 921.724
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48 Amelung House and Glassworks

of this State, but also in great part for the neigh-
boring States. He makes window glass transparent
and substantial equal to the London crown; an in-
ferior quality equal to the Bristol crown; all kinds
of flint glass, such as decanters and wine glasses;
tumblers of all sizes and any other sort of table
glass. He also cuts devices, cyphers, coats of arms
and any other fancy figures on glass, and in a short
time hopes to be able to furnish looking glasses of
all sizes. He takes this opportunity of returning
his hearty and sincere thanks to a patrlotlc public
for the encouragement he has received in giving a
preference to the American manufactured glass and
hopes by due attention to merit a continuance of
their favor.'

This advertisement continued to tell of a warehouse in Frederick
where New Bremen glass is sold and mentions that it can also be
bought from "Messrs." Thomas an® Samuel Hollingsworth, Mer-
chants, Baltimore."® At one time, Amelung also had agents in
New York and two different agents in Baltimore, but New Bremen's
prosperity was short-lived and in 1788, Amelung applied to the
State of Maryland for a loan, saying that "he had brought glass
manufagturing to perfection, but had spent $20,000 in the pro-
cess. The State granted him a loan of $1,000 and tax exemp-
tion for a five-year period. In May of 1790, he went to New
York to petition the U.S. Congress for a loan to help stave off
bankruptcy. Although his neighbor, Charles Carroll of Carroll-
ton, supported his request, and another man stated that "the
“New Bremen product was the best ever produced in America, "
Amelung's request was denied.

Amelung mortgaged part of his property in 1793 and part in 1794.
In spite of these attempts at saving the industry, the bankrupt-
cy of the owners placed New Bremen on ithe market in 1795. The

Glassworks were not sold in spite of a notice beginning "A bar-
galn. A bargain!" which was printed a dozen times 1n the March

issues of the Federal Intell;ggncer and Baltimore Daily Q_zg;;g
The property was finally sold in 1804 at a bankrupt sale.

In spite of its end, the New Bremen Glass Manufactory has an ex-
- cellent twentieth-century reputation, clearly illustrated by the
following excerpts from Press Releases issued by the Corning Mu-
seum of Glass, Corning, New York, during thelr archaeological
explorations of the factory site:

GPO 921.724
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Though active for only 10 years (the New Bremen Glass
Manufactory) produced the most refined and distinguished

glass made in America until the 19th century eeeecc*°"
1(10/18/63)° .

paul N. Perrot, Director of the Corning Museum of
Glass, called the New Bremen Glassworks "one of
america's most distinguished 18th century manufac-
tories," sayind that it was wngignificant not only

for the high quality of its output put for the impact
it had on other areas of glassmaking Wwhich were de-
veloped by glass workers who had wirked in New Bremen
nd later moved west.” 1(10/24/62) 0

Fine examples of New Bremen glass work may be seen at the Metro-
- politan Museum of Art in New York Ccity: the Ccorning Museunm of
Glass in Corning, New York; and Wwinterthur Museum in Winterthur,
Delaware. Today the only above ground portion of the Glassworks
i that remains standing is John Frederick Amelung's mansion housc.
A fine example of the late Georgian, early—Federal period of
. American architecture, it is situated on a hill above the par=
tially unearthed foundations of the factory that once produced

"some of the most peautiful glass ever made in America."”

Pamela Janes
- August 1972

48 Significance
Footnotes

lporothy Mackay Quynn, " Johann Friedrich Amelung at New
Bremen," Maryland Historical Magazine, (september 1948) , Re-
print in the files of The Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis,
Maryland, P- 5. '

21pid., p. 3-
3porothy Daniel, cut and Engraved Glass (New York: M.
Barroﬂs & Co., InC.. 1950), P- 116.

Frederick Gutheim, The Potomac, Rivers of America Series
(New York) : Rinehart, 1949), p. 207. Notes in the files of

‘ Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis. Maryland.

(See Continuation Sheet #6)
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Significance

‘%“ Footnotes

S5pr.3.Cc. Williams and Folger McKinsey, A History of
Frederick County, Vol. I (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co.,

1967), p. 268.

6Quynn, p. 13.

71bid., p. 16.
81pid., p. 20.

o 9Corning Museum of Glass Press Release (Corning, New York,
October 18, 1963).

; 10corning Press Release, October 24, 1962. g
' . - i
- llMorris L. Radoff, ed., The 01d Line State A History of ~
Maryland (Annapolis: Hall of Record, State of Maryland, 1970), !

p. 170. _ ‘
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As the désigmted State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Reéister and certify that it has been
~valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
ievel of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State [J Local (O

Name

Orlando Ridout IV

Title

State Preservation Officer
for Maryland

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Netional Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

LDate
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1. STATE
COUNTY

Maryland
Frederick

INVENTORY

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUlLDlNGSiUZVEY _

&

TOWN
STREET NO.

VICINITY New Bremen

ORIGINAL OWNER  Johann F. Amelung

ORIGINAL USE dwelling
PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE dwel ling

WALL CONSTRUCTION brick
NO.OF STORIES 2 with attic & basement

2.NaME  Amelung House

DATE OR PERIOD circa |785
STYLE Federal

ARCHITECT unknown
BUILDER J, F,. Amelung

"

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

o

residence near his glass works.

Society, Baltimore, Md.

Bennett’s Creek, where the worker

and a belt course.,

bays of windows flank the left of
windows extend to the right.

windowe.
facade. A wood cornice with modi
mental appearance.
at each gable~-end.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered y @S

. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

Johann Friedrick Amelung constructed a two-story brick
Skilled workmen embel lished
the interior with carved wood trim.
are now dismantled and are stored with the Maryland Historical

OPEN TO PUBLIC po

The baliroom andcard room

The dwelling stands on the south slope of a hill above

’'s cottages, furnaces and

ovens were established along the banks of the creek.

The house rises from a high basement, and has a watercourse
The front entrance is framed in a wide door
frame, and a transom is mounted above the panelled door. Two

the door, and three bays of

Doub le~hung windows of twelve
over twelve lights are covered by flat arched lintels over each
There are six bays of windows across the second floor

liions gives a finished orna-

The ®"A” roof has one tall, narrow chimney

Interior DOOP Exterlar poor

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS ETC.
Johann Friedrick Amelung at New

Bremen, Dorothy Mackay Quynn,
Maryland Historical Society Maga-

zine = Vol. XLIIl No 3 Sept. 1948

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Orlando Ridout IV
Maryland Historical Trust

1968

oaTe o Recore March 30,
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AMELUNG GLASS WORK
Frederick County

A reconstruction of the Amelung glass fac-
tory. based on the New Bremen excavations.
Drawing courtesy of Colonial Williamsburg.

Ivor Noel Hume, "Maryland's Famed Early
Glassworks," The Sunday Sun (Baltimore)

Oct. 18, 1964.
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AMELUNG GLASS WORKS
Frederick County

xample of en

. The glass
.Corning Museum.

Ivor Noel Hume, "Mg
Glassworks," The Sund

graved glass produced at the factory John Fred-
ung operated in Frederick count

rare and highly prized.
Archaeologists have bar

y from 1784 to 1795,
This goblet is in the
ed the factory’s ruins.
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View of the fritting furnace excavated in 1962, covered by the shed
in the upper right of photo 1.

This photograph ma¥ not be reproduced
in pow e Uum withent wriren norsaise
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The larger of the two main melting furnaces, with a firing pit

in the foreground, and one opposite. The four wings, or bastions,
each contained ancillary ovens. The wo rkmen gathered the glass
from the pots from the areas on the right and the left in the
photograph, between the bastions. All of these date from between

1785 and 1790.

This pn')to'*renh may not be reproducec
am wichout written permis
Coraine Museum of Glass

N

ter. Corning, N, X
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General, almost overall view of the glasshouse site excavated in
1963. The shed in the upper right covers a fritting furnace excavated
in 1962. The foundations of the building measured approximately

112' long by 65' wide, and contained two main melting furnaces,
ancillary ovens and other accessories for two complete glasshouses
within the one building. At the end of the work done in 1963, the
entire excavation was completely refilled to protect the remains
which had first been covered with plastic.
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